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Dear Guests from China, Jordan, Namibia and the US,

We arnc glad to thave you hene in Wiedbaden on oarn main campus. 4 you might be
aware, we have various campuses in Weedbaden and one in Riisseloheim. Tt co
wondernful that you travelled from afar to meet upp with us and to discass plans for the
gutune. Thank gou!

from international office. Thanks To their efforts we succeeded n the fence competition
for funding in the ERASMUS+ program. That co of major importance Since it
exchange frograms. So thank you all fon worbing tegethern To give the Students Uhe
mportant opportancly to go abroad.

Tt @ my opecial pleacurne to open the (not internalional otaff week here at our
wnivensity, the yean we celetrate the 30% anniversarny of the Erasmus fprogram,
50 years of Ernasmus — please allow me a shont detour 2o the histony of the friogram.:
T a watohell: Eraomaue o a success story for intennational education and international
exchange in Eanope:
From a small program which otanted n 1957 with 5.224 ostudents and eleven
panticipating countries it developed to a huge frogram which supported in EOI4 around
255.000 students in 55 diffencat participating countrics. Tu total, in the last 50
years of the Ernaomus frogram, aroand 4.4 Million students expenienced a otay in
another Eanoprean conntry with the suppont of the Enasmus frogram. Of this 4.4 Weo.
young people ancund 651.000 students were from Germany.
What are the effects of exchanges? Fere arc a few numbers:
o The chances to find an adeguate job shontly after graduation are twice a¢ ligh
for tudents with evchange expercenced, companed to their fellow otudents wiho
dtayed ar lhome



o 4 thind of all Ernasmaus interns get a job offer for a peunanent position duning
theen cuterndhifps
o 50% of Eraomue students think that they won independence and enlianced thecr

capability to oolve proflems and improved thern doft sbille and ciutercultunal

comppetenced
diffencat caltanes and waye of live. and with a better wundendtanding for caltural
diffencnces — these are gualities impontant for an open-minded international teaching
gives us the wonderful oppontuncty to expode individuale to different ideas and mind -
st whick hopefully lelps to foster an appreciation for divendity and create an attitude
whene complexity o seen as a challenge and an opportunity and wot as a tread. From
my fpoint of uicw this & a magjor initialive for peace and againdt rnacial diserimination.
Whien people from different caltunes buow eack other and ane fniends, they will find it a
lot tharden to judge domeone just by the color of lis on hen Shin or his on hen belief.
Whiile this cs not wecessarny and sufficient for feace, it ¢ at leadt necesdary.
But apant from the sociopolitical effects, let'¢ ot fonget, that modt of the students have
a wonderful time, make great memonies and connect with pesple from all over the wonld.
Outeomes of Exchange ane even mariiages and families.’
Tu 2015 the Eraomaus frogram finally was extended worlduide, with the aim to foster
interational coopenation worldwide and otwengthen the ties of the Ewropean Higher
Education rea with Justitutes of Figher Education in all parts of the world,
At SR we anc honored to cooperate in the frame of the Enasmust frogram from
the very beginning with Jushon Univensity and the German - Yordanian University and
we ane more than happy. that as of this year we managed to extend this coopenation o
the Namdibia Uncivensity of Science and Technology and the Univensity of Wesconsin —
River Falls.
Looking back ou two years of expercence with the Enasmus+ - Juterational Dimension,
7 am proud to day, that we neceived very poditive (eedback from the oatyoing and

! http://mww.sueddeutsche.de/bildung/bilanz-zum-austauschprogramm-fuer-studenten-eine-million-
erasmus-babys-1.2141763
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to take a ounvey after thetn exchange and 1007 of them rated their exchange experience
a¢ “ueny satisfactory” auwd would recommend an exchange to othens. Ao The vact
cutencaltunal competences. Hoo gquite a few mentioned that they {elt more internested in
colleagucs they could establish due to ther Erasmus exchange. Thie o alto a
compliment ts our international pantuens!

These posctive nesults motivate ws, to strenglthen ouwr Enasmus™t uctwork together with
you. This otafy weel co iutended to helpy budlding otrong partuendhife and creating
fanther opportunities forn oarn Students, faculty and otafy to grow and develot in an
That said 7 wish you all a wonderful staff week, with intercsting discussions, fosctive
necults to continue our joiut work here and abroad. Moo, 7 wish you all a good time
tere ar Hochochule Rhecillain, ewjoy the excansion o Frawbjurt, the wisit to the
colleagues lhene from Fochochule Rhecdlllain, oo that you too, will bring back pleasant
memonies from yourn Erasmus exchange with s

Thank qou again for wisiting ws and 7 wish you all a succestful and pleasant otafy
week.

Prof. Dr. (Unistiane /24



