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Conducting Your Literature Search and Acquiring Sources 

 

  

• Compilation of search terms (synonyms, context, etc.)
• If necessary, apply the “clustering” method to the topic
• Defining terms (alternatives to Wikipedia, e.g., brockhaus.de, accessible 

via the campus network)
Research Preparation

• Use basic and advanced search / Search tips
• Search techniques, such as phrase search (“...”) and/or truncation (*)Search Gateway

• Borrowing Print Materials
• Access to available e-books, e-journals, and databases. Additional options 

are available both through searches using academic search engines (Google 
Scholar) and via the “Articles & More” section in the Search Gateway

Book Checkout
or Digital Access

• Purchase Recommendations (Please feel free to actively contribute)
• Interlibrary LoanLiterature Acquisition 

https://www.hs-rm.de/hlb
https://hlbrm.hds.hebis.de/
https://www.hs-rm.de/hlb/lesen-lernen/kurse-beratung
https://www.hs-rm.de/hlb/lesen-lernen/kurse-beratung
https://www.hs-rm.de/hlb/suchen-entdecken/recherche-tools-und-tipps
https://brockhaus.de/
https://www.hs-rm.de/hlb/a-z/katalog-plus
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Search Gateway ( https://hlbrm.hds.hebis.de/?lng=en  ) 

 

2 Search Options: 

- „Books & More“ (Search the entire HLB RheinMain collection) 
- „Articles & More“ (Discovery system that extends the search to individual databases and academic 

search engines). Tip: The “Full Text” filter displays only those titles to which you have access (via 
VPN or the campus network). The “Peer-Reviewed” filter displays only articles that have been 
reviewed by experts.  

 

Simple search for a specific title: 

-    Search using a combination of an author’s name and a word from the title. 
-    Books from the university libraries can almost always be retrieved directly from the shelves of the 
respective library and checked out immediately. Titles from the Rheinstraße Library must first be ordered 
online via the search portal. 
 

 

Tips & Tricks: 

-    Always sort the search results correctly first (by date, in descending order) 
-    You can use filters to set specific parameters and narrow down the search results. 
-    Phrase search: useful when searching for a term consisting of multiple words. When using the phrase   
      search, the words must appear in the results in exactly the specified order (example: “Social Commerce”) 
-    Truncation: useful when you need to replace word endings or even individual letters. Also useful when 
      there is uncertainty regarding spelling (example: market research* or finance*) 
 
 
Academic search engines (Google Scholar, Base, etc.) 

-    Important!: Enable your VPN, as this is the only way to access all titles licensed by the HSRM. 
-    Be cautious about the quality of the search results. In addition to high-quality sources, content from so- 
      called predatory publishers may also appear here. 
 
 
Databases 

-    Important for current literature. Databases ensure a certain level of quality in the results; in some cases, 
      you can filter results to include only “peer-reviewed” sources (depending on the database). 
-    You can find the appropriate databases for your specific field of study or degree program on the HLB  
      website at https://dbis.ur.de/HLB/browse/subjects/  
-    Always remember to activate the VPN beforehand! 

https://www.hs-rm.de/hlb
https://hlbrm.hds.hebis.de/?lng=en
https://dbis.ur.de/HLB/browse/subjects/

