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Searching the JURIS legal portal 

The JURIS legal portal offers approximately 5 million documents for research. These include, among other things, 
court rulings, legal statutes, and administrative regulations under both national and European law. In addition, 
journals and e-books can be accessed primarily as citations but also in full text. 
 
This guide is intended to provide you with a general overview of how to use the portal, the various search options 
available, and how to use and cite the documents you find. 

 

 

General Information: 
You can find JURIS online at the following URL: http://www.juris.de. Please note that this database is not accessible 
via remote access from home. You must be on the RheinMain University of Applied Sciences campus or in one of our 
libraries to use it. 

 

JURIS Homepage: 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.juris.de/
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In the search field (blue arrow), you can search for a wide variety of documents using numerous search options. You 
can search for court decisions, standards, or case references, as well as by title, keywords, authors, or courts. 
 
Just enter your search terms one after another, separated by spaces, in the search bar, and start the search by 
clicking the magnifying glass at the end of the search field. The search is not case-sensitive, and you can omit section 
symbols (§) or article abbreviations (Art.). 
 
If you don’t want to enter everything in a single line or would like to set up additional search options, you can also 
click on “Additional search fields” (orange arrow) and fill out the search form for your query. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Tip: If you are searching strictly by case references and do not want to find documents that cite or mention the 
reference number in the text, please search for the reference number here using the “AZ/ECLI” search field. 
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If you search for multiple terms, they are always automatically linked. This means that if you enter the search terms 
“BGH” and “Patent,” both of these terms must appear in the document. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
JURIS offers you two additional ways to refine your search results: using the ODER (meaning OR) and NICHT 
(meaning NOT) operators. 
 
The ODER operator expands your list of results, as either one or the other term must appear in your results. The 
NICHT operator excludes the term following it from the results list. Of course, you can also use both operators in a 
single search. 
 
Our example: 
 

 
 
This search looks for decisions by either the Federal Court of Justice or the Federal Constitutional Court on the 
subject of patents. 
 
 

 
 
In this search, for example, you look for decisions by the Federal Court of Justice (BGH) or the Federal Constitutional 
Court (BVerfG) that relate to patents, but exclude anything on the topic of “patent applications” from the outset. 
 
 
When using these operators, please make sure to always type them in uppercase so that the database does not treat 
them as search terms. So always enter ODER or NICHT. The square brackets you see in the examples are added by 
the system and do not need to be entered by you. The colored highlighting of the terms is also generated 
automatically. 
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In response to your search query, you will then receive a list of results of varying length: 
 
 

 
 
 
You can then narrow down your search using the sorting and filtering options. First, you can adjust the sorting 
settings in the top-right corner (green arrow), for example by publication date (if you’re looking for a recent ruling on 
the topic). Additionally, you can use the two filters in the top-left corner to select specific areas of law or regions. 
 
Another way to narrow down the results list is to use the filters on the left side of the results list: 
 

 
 
 
Here you can specify where your source should come from. Are you looking for a court 
ruling? If so, select “Case Law.” If you want your search query to appear in a 
commentary, select that option. 
 
For commentaries, books, and journals, you can also 
choose whether you want to read the relevant passages in full text right away or 
whether a simple bibliographic reference will suffice. 
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If you've found an interesting document, simply click on the result in the list: 
 
For court rulings, you'll first see information about the court, dates, references, and case numbers… 

 
 
 
… before the ruling itself appears at the bottom of the page: 
 

 
 
 
Tip: For judgments of the European Court of Justice, you can also find the original French and English versions as PDF 
files. 
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For excerpts from commentaries and/or journal articles, you will first see the source information...

 
 
 
… and, if applicable, the full text at the bottom of the page. Paragraph numbers are retained, and any references to 
other comments or standards are linked: 
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Once you've found the right document, you'll see editing options in the top-right corner: 

 
 
This allows you to save the document as a PDF or Word file, or to print it. 
 
 
If you wish to cite this document, you will find permalinks at the end of the document for proper citation in your 
references: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
That covers the structure and search functions of the JURIS legal portal. With these resources, you’ll be able to 
conduct a search and obtain meaningful results.  
 
If you have any questions about JURIS and how to use it, please feel free to contact us by email at service-hlb@hs-
rm.de.  
 
We hope you enjoy using the portal and wish you every success in your research.  
 
Your RheinMain University and State Library 
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